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I would like to look at digitized copies of letters written between Edward IV and Elizabeth
Woodville. Are there any archives, in Britain or elsewhere, that have made such chancery
documents, or letters in other types of archives, available on their websites? Also, are there
any published document collections, or appendices to journal articles or monographs, that
have transcripts of letters written between Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville?

ChatGPT said:

Thought for 2m 22s

Short version: as far as | can see, there is no substantial surviving corpus of letters
actually exchanged between Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville, and nothing like a
digitized “correspondence” of the couple. What survives are:

o averysmall number of letters by Elizabeth, all to third parties;

e chancery and exchequer records issued in Edward’s name (sometimes mentioning
her rights or lands);

e narrative sources describing the courtship and marriage.

I’Wsplit this into (1) what you can see online now and (2) where to look in print / in archives
if you want to chase the couple’s documentary traces as far as they go.

1. Digitized material that gets you close
a) Public Record Office / The National Archives (TNA), Kew

An older article in Archaeologia Cantiana (Kent Archaeological Society) discusses several
Elizabeth Woodville documents then in the Public Record Office. It notes that two further
documents bearing her signature were at that time extant in PRO:

“one, a letter in Latin, addressed to her husband, King Edward IV; the other, addressed
to Sir William Stoner...”Kent Archaeological Society

The article reproduces not that Latin letter, but:

o afacsimile of herreceipt for £30 in arrears of her pension, under Henry VI,
preserved among the Public Records (now TNA).Kent Archaeological Society+1

As far as | cantell:


https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/journal/1/queen-elizabeth-woodville
https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/journal/1/queen-elizabeth-woodville

o the Latin letter to Edward IV is not currently available as a digitized image or
transcript on TNA’s public site; it’s only mentioned in passing in that article.

e toseeit, you’d almost certainly have to:

o locateitvia TNA’s Discovery catalogue (search by person “Elizabeth, queen
consort of Edward IV” and date range c.1464-1483), then

o eithervisit Kew or order a paid digital copy.

So: there js at least one letter from Elizabeth to Edward in the PRO, but it doesn’t seem to
be on the open web.

TNA does have some digitized material for the Wars of the Roses (royal grants,
commissions, etc.) on its teaching pages, but these are state documents issued by
Edward, not private letters to his queen.National Archives

b) Elizabeth Woodville’s letters (to others), digitized

These aren’t between the king and queen, but they are the best direct written evidence we
have of Elizabeth’s voice, and they are online:

1. Letter to Sir William Stonor (probably 1482)

o Editedin The Stonor Letters and Papers, 1290-1483 (Royal Historical Society,
ed. C. L. Kingsford).

o Full Middle English text and notes are available via the University of
Michigan’s Corpus of Middle English Prose and Verse; see item 319,
“QUEEN ELIZABETH WOODVILLE TO SIR WILLIAM STONOR 1 AUGUST
[1482]”.Quod Libet+1

o Thisis an administrative but quite sharp letter rebuking Stonor for hunting in
her forests.

2. Letter to the Bishop of Lincoln (1477)

o Discussed (with image) by Sarah Peverley on her blog; the letter survives in
Bodleian Library, MS Rawlinson A.289, f. 7r and is digitized in Digital
Bodleian.Professor Sarah Peverley

o Again, this is not to Edward, but it carries her autograph “Elysabeth” and
shows her diplomatic/administrative style as queen.

3. Receipt for her annuity / last will


https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/explore-the-collection/explore-by-time-period/medieval/the-wars-of-the-roses/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/cme/ACA1723.0001.001/1%3A321?rgn=div1%3Bview%3Dfulltext&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://sarahpeverley.com/2013/06/23/smale-stufe-and-goodes-elizabeth-woodvilles-signature-and-will-2/

o The Archaeologia Cantiana article reproduces the receipt for her pension
(PRO, via facsimile) and prints her 1492 will (following Nichols’s edition of
royal wills).Kent Archaeological Society+1

These give you Elizabeth’s hand and are all accessible online, but none is part of a personal
husband-and-wife correspondence.

c) Chancery material under Edward IV

If you’re happy to broaden out from “letters between the couple” to chancery letters and
enrolments from Edward’s reign, there are some substantial online resources:

e CIRCLE -Irish Chancery Letters of Edward IV (1461-1483), Trinity College Dublin

o Aborn-digital calendar of Irish chancery letters (patent, close, etc.), not
images, but full Latin regesta with English regesta headings.Virtual
Treasury+1

o Entries sometimes relate to the lands or offices tied up with Elizabeth’s
marriage, but again they’re not personal letters to or from her.

¢ Paston, Cely, Stonor and other family letter collections

o These are mostly letters about politics under Edward IV; they sometimes
mention Elizabeth and the Woodvilles but don’t preserve letters between
husband and wife.

o Paston and Cely letters are widely digitized (Internet Archive, Project
Gutenberg, etc.).Internet Archive+2Project Gutenberg+2

2. Printed collections / appendices: do any give transcripts of letters between Edward
IV and Elizabeth Woodville?

Based on what | can see:

e ldon’tfind any modern or classic edition that prints an exchange of letters
between the king and queen.

e The one Latin letter from Elizabeth to Edward mentioned in Archaeologia Cantiana
is, as far as | can tell, not transcribed there and doesn’t seem to be widely printed
elsewhere—if it has ever been edited in full, it’s in a specialist PRO-based article or
edition that’s not easily surfaced online.Kent Archaeological Society



https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/journal/1/queen-elizabeth-woodville
https://virtualtreasury.ie/item/CIRCLE-10?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://virtualtreasury.ie/item/CIRCLE-10?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://archive.org/stream/celypapersselect00malduoft/celypapersselect00malduoft_djvu.txt?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/journal/1/queen-elizabeth-woodville

The main printed sources you might want to check (for anything that might be that letter)

are:

1.

Archaeologia Cantiana, vol. 1 (article “Queen Elizabeth Woodyville”)

o Reproduces the pension receipt and describes the existence of the Latin
letter to Edward; it doesn’t print it.Squarespace+1

The Stonor Letters and Papers, 1290-1483, ed. C. L. Kingsford (RHS, 2 vols)

o Contains the 1482 Stonor letter in full and mentions other royal letters of
Elizabeth; you already have the online text through Michigan.Quod Libet+1

Paston Letters, Cely Letters, York House Books, etc.

o Rich on Edward IV’s politics and his marriage, but essentially no direct
spousal correspondence. The letters are usually to city governments, nobles,
or merchants.JSTOR+2Cambridge University Press & Assessment+2

Royal wills collections

o J. Nichols, A Collection of all the Wills, now known to be extant, of the Kings
and Queens of England (1780) prints Elizabeth’s will in full (also quoted by
Peverley).Professor Sarah Peverley

Recent queenship scholarship

o Work on queenship in this period—e.g. Derek Neal’s MA thesis The Queen’s
Grace: English Queenship 1464-1503 and later monographs—discuss
Elizabeth’s few surviving letters (Stonor, Bishop of Lincoln, etc.) but do not
point to a body of Edward-Elizabeth
correspondence.macsphere.mcmaster.ca+1

Put bluntly: historians writing on Yorkist queenship generally treat Elizabeth Woodyville’s
personal epistolary record as extremely thin—a handful of administrative letters and her
will—not a corpus of marital letters analogous to, say, Margaret of Anjou’s.Dr. Kavita Mudan

Finn+1

3. Practical suggestions if you want to push this further

If you’re inclined to go hunting for that tantalising Latin letter to Edward IV:

1.

Use TNA’s Discovery catalogue


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/65df7835178a9d2b20f8d501/t/6752c47f7adc176026ebbe54/1733477506131/archaeologia_cantiana_001-12_queen_elizabeth_woodville.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/cme/aca1723.0001.001?view=toc&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26398781?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://sarahpeverley.com/2013/06/23/smale-stufe-and-goodes-elizabeth-woodvilles-signature-and-will-2/
https://macsphere.mcmaster.ca/bitstream/11375/18455/1/Neal_Derek_1996Aug_MA.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kvmfinn.wordpress.com/tag/anne-neville/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kvmfinn.wordpress.com/tag/anne-neville/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

o Search by “Elizabeth, queen of Edward IV” or “Elizabeth Woodyville” as a
“person”, and filter by:

= Date: c. 14641483

= Departments likely to hold royal correspondence: Chancery (C),
Exchequer (E), Ancient Correspondence (SC 1), etc.

o Ifyoufind a promising record without a digital image, you can:
= orderadigital copy, or
= consultitin person at Kew and transcribe / photograph it.

2. Check Bodleian/ BL catalogues for anything catalogued as Elizabeth-Edward
correspondence

o Bodleian’s letter to the Bishop of Lincoln is Rawl. A.289, f. 7r; that’s already
digitized.Professor Sarah Peverley

o BL’s manuscripts (esp. Royal and Additional series) sometimes include
inserted royal letters or notes; a targeted search for “Elizabeth Woodville” or
“Elysabeth” as an author could turn up something obscure, but nothing
obvious appears in the standard online references.

3. Secondary scholarship footnotes

o Detailed queenship studies (Neal, Woodacre, Benz, etc.) sometimes give
PRO or MS shelfmarks for individual letters; following those references into
the archives is your best bet for tracking the Latin letter, if it still survives and
is not miscatalogued.macsphere.mcmaster.ca+2White Rose eTheses
Online+2

So, to answer your two questions directly:

1. Digitized chancery documents or other letters between Edward IV and
Elizabeth Woodville?

o lcan’tfind any online images or transcripts of direct letters between them.

o Thereis evidence of at least one such Latin letter in TNA, but it appears not to
be digitized; you’d need to access it via TNA’s Discovery/reader services.Kent

Archaeological Society


https://sarahpeverley.com/2013/06/23/smale-stufe-and-goodes-elizabeth-woodvilles-signature-and-will-2/
https://macsphere.mcmaster.ca/bitstream/11375/18455/1/Neal_Derek_1996Aug_MA.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://macsphere.mcmaster.ca/bitstream/11375/18455/1/Neal_Derek_1996Aug_MA.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/journal/1/queen-elizabeth-woodville
https://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/journal/1/queen-elizabeth-woodville

2. Published document collections / appendices with transcripts of such letters?

o lhaven’tfound any modern edition that prints correspondence between the
spouses.

o Whatis printed and online are:

= Elizabeth’s letter to Sir William Stonor (Stonor Letters and

Papers).Quod Libet+1

» Elizabeth’s letter to the Bishop of Lincoln (Bodleian Rawl. A.289;
image online, transcription in scholarly discussion).Professor Sarah
Peverley

= Chancery and diplomatic letters issued in Edward’s name, plus
narrative accounts of their courtship and marriage.

If you’d like, | can next sketch a mini-“dossier” of Elizabeth Woodville documents (with
dates, where held, and whether digitized) so you’ve got a compact research starting-point
for her documentary footprint, even if it doesn’t give you the marital correspondence you
were hoping for.


https://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/cme/ACA1723.0001.001/1%3A321?rgn=div1%3Bview%3Dfulltext&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://sarahpeverley.com/2013/06/23/smale-stufe-and-goodes-elizabeth-woodvilles-signature-and-will-2/
https://sarahpeverley.com/2013/06/23/smale-stufe-and-goodes-elizabeth-woodvilles-signature-and-will-2/

